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Time of trial 

Tne trial of the Norv^'egian ex-diplomat ! 
Mi Aime Trehoh on charges of espio- I 
nage. which began on February’ 25th in ; 
Oslo, is expected to last for at least a i 
month. There has been speculation about ; 
the likely effects on Norway's September ' 
election, for the alleged spy has a strongly : 
political profile. The Labour party — in 
opposition since 1981 — has obvious rea- 
sons for concern. Its depuU’ reader, Mr : 
Einar Foerde, who heads the part}’’s left i 
wing, had long been a close friend of the 
accused man. 

Aher arresting Mr Trebolt in Jantian', 
1984. the Norwegian authorities expelled | 

5ve So\iet diplomats and trade officials,- 1 
and. released photographs of Mr Treholt 1 
meeting a KGB gener^ m Vienna and an i 
Iraqi intelligence agent in Athens. Ac- ; 
cording to the prosecutor in the trial, Mr 
Treholt admitted soon after his arrest that ; 
he had given the Russians information 
over a period of nine years because they 
had blackmailed him with photographs 
taken at a Moscow “org>’”; and that from 
1981 onw’ards he also passed secrets to the 
Iraqis, who paid large sums into his bank 
account in Switzerland. 

In coun, however, Mr Treholt has 
withdrawn these admissions, claiming 
that he w’as in a state of shock when he 
made them, that be never told the Rus- 
sians anything that could endanger his ■ 
countn’'s interests, and that the docu- 
ments he gave them contained no secret 
information: “the contents of several of 
them have been published in The Econo- 
mist'', He also said that he had got in 
touch with the Iraqis through his Greek I 
Socialist friends, who had strongly influ- i 
enced his tiew's. His wife has published 
letters he wTOte from prison in w'hich he 
claimed that he was merely an “unortho- 
dox diplomat’*, and that from the Rus- 
sians he got as much as he gave. 

Mr Treholt’s father w'as a minister in 
several of the post-1945 Labour govern- 
ments that made Norw-ay a founder-mem- 
ber of Nato and earned it a reputation for 


steadiness among its allies. The son (who , 
is now* 42) soon became, and has re- 
mained, one of the partt-'s active left- 
wingers. This did not impede his career. 
Vvhen Labour was in pow'er in the 1970s 
he served for several years as chief assis- 
tant to the minister for sea law questions, 
Mr Jens Evensen (whose concessions to 
Russia over fishing rights have been at- 
tributed by many Norwegians to Mr Tre- 
hoh's influence), and then joined Nor- 
way's -team at the United Nations. 

Although he w'as probably already un- 
der suspicion, Mr Treholt w-as allowed, 
on his return from New York in 1982, to i 
•take a senior course at Norw’ay’s defence 
college — where, according to .the prose- 
cution, be got much of the militar)' infor- 
mation that he passed to the KGB; and in 
late 1983 he w^as given a plum job as head 
of the foreign ministry-’s press depanraent 
a few weeks before his arrest. 

The arrest damaged the Labour paa'ty’s 
standing in the opinion polls last year. ; 
But Labour largely recovered when it ’ 
moderated its attacks on the pro-Nato j 
policies of the present centre-right coali- ^ 
tion. This moderation refiected the newjy i 
subdued mood among left-wingers that i 
developed after Mr Treholt 's arrest. 
Some Norwegians think that the Treholt 
factor may, after all, ha\'e improved La- 
bour's election prospects — especially if 
the moderates can prevail at next month's 

party congress. Moreover, the trial may 
embarrass the government by raising 
more questions about the promotion, and 
the admission to the defence college, of a 
man who was already suspected of being a 
spy. 
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